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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR HAHM MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY 
HABIB 

1 . AMBASSADOR HAHM MET AT HIS REQUEST WITH UNDER 
SECRETARY HABIB ON JANUARY 14 TO DISCUSS PRESS REPORTS 
CITING PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER'S INTENTIONS WITH REGARD TO 
ROK. ASSISTANT SECRETARY-DESIGNATE HOLBROOKE PARTICIPATED 
IN THE MEETING. 

2. HAHM ASKED POR ANY INPORMATION HABIB COULD GIVE HIM 
ABOUT A JANUARY 14 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE WHICH REPORTED 
ON A MEETING THE PRESIDENT-ELECT HAD ON WEDNESDAY WITH 
VARIOUS MEMBERS OP CONGRESS. 

3. HABIB AND HOLBROOKE EXPLAINED THAT THE CONGRESSIONAL 
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SESSION HAD INVOLVED OFP THE RECORD FREE EXCHANGES 
ON MANY ISSUES. WE ARE NOT AWARE OP WHAT MIGHT OR 
MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN SAID BY ANY OP THE CONGRESSIONAL 
PARTICIPANTS. HABIB NOTED THAT INSTEAD OF RELYING ON 
PRESS ACCOUNTS, HAHM SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON WHAT THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION HAS SAID PUBLICLY ABOUT THE TROOP ISSUE. 

GOVERNOR CARTER AND MR. VANCE HAVE REITERATED THAT ANY 
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GROUND FORCE WITHDRAWALS WOULD BE CARRIED OUT SLOWLY, 
CAUTIOUSLY, AND METHODICALLY AND WITH PRIOR CONSULTATION 
WITH KOREA AND JAPAN. THIS ISSUE WILL BE STUDIED CARE- 
EULLY OVER THE NEXT MONTHS, AND WHEN THERE ARE PROPOSALS 
TO MAKE, THEY WILL BE DISCUSSED WITH THE ROK. HAHM 
COULD BE REASSURED THAT NOTHING WOULD BE DONE ABRUPTLY 
AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NO SURPRISES. 

4. HOLBROOKE SAID HE COULD ASSURE HAHM THAT GOVERNOR 
CARTER IS EULLY AWARE THAT WE MUST MAKE NO MOVE WHICH 
WOULD REDUCE THE ROK'S ABILITY TO DEEEND ITSELE. HE 
NOTED THAT MANY OF THE PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE PRESIDENT- 
ELECT'S VIEWS ON KOREA DO NOT ADEQUATELY REELECT HIS 
CONCERN ON THIS SCORE. 

5. ALLUDING TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, HOLBROOKE SAID 
GOVERNOR CARTER DOES NOT BELIEVE IT IS THE BUSINESS OF 
THE U.S. TO TELL OTHER GOVERNMENTS HOW TO ORGANIZE THEM- 
SELVES. IT IS IMPORTANT TO US, HOWEVER, HOW OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS TREAT THEIR CITIZENS, AND THIS EACTOR WOULD 
BE ONE OE THE ELEMENTS AEEECTING OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 

6. HAHM ASKED ABOUT THE POST ARTICLE'S ASSERTION THAT AT 
GOV. CARTER'S MEETING WITH THE CONGRESSMEN, A MEMBER OE 
THE NEW ADMINISTRATION HAD PROPOSED U.S. CONTACTS WITH 
NORTH KOREA AS PART OP THE TROOP WITHDRAWAL PROCESS. 
HABIB SAID HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OP WHAT THE ARTICLE MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN REPERRING TO. 
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7. IN THE COURSE OP THE CONVERSATION, HAHM RAISED THE 
QUESTION OP PISHING QUOTAS, URGING THAT LIBERAL CON- 
SIDERATION BE GIVEN TO KOREA IN LIGHT OP ITS NEEDS AND 
OP THE FACT THAT IT DID NOT HAVE A LONG HISTORY OP 
DEPLETING FISH RESOURCES WITHIN THE 200-MILE LIMIT. HABIB 
SAID WE WOULD, OP COURSE, TAKE NOTE OF HAHM'S REQUEST, 
BUT AS HE WAS AWARE, THE QUOTA ISSUE WAS A COMPLEX ONE 
INVOLVING A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES AND U.S. INTERNAL 
INTERESTS. 

KISSINGER 
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